Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Neil Bates and Wendy Robinson and Clerk Julie Sleath. Neighbourhood Policing Inspector Paul Crabtree plus 4 members of the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 10 Sept 2025 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from Cllrs Harriet Maddock, Karen Dunwoodie and Sophie Lemal. North Yorkshire Councillor Simon Myers and PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman. 
3. To record members’ interests: none
4. Public Participation: 
4.1 Mr Emsley raised the ongoing issue regarding flashing lights outside the school. He considers that NYC are inconsistent with regard to the application of regulations and guidance for qualification.

4.2 Mr Emsley confirmed that a further VAS post was to be installed on Gisburn Road at the junction with Back Lane
4.3 Mr Pickles raised the issue of the wall collapse between the public footpath alongside the Beck and a car parking area for 4 houses on Coppice Lane and the very poor condition of the wall. This had been raised in correspondence by a second resident and added to the agenda at Item 10 (Highways) following significant discussion and investigation into the reported problem.  

Householders requested HPC to assist with identification of who owned and was responsible for the wall. HPC did considerable investigation into this. Parish Council records were searched to no avail, and photographs taken and sent to NYC and the Environment Agency, neither of whom accepted responsibility. (Wall had not fallen onto the footpath or into the Beck)
Cllr Sleath said he had been informed that former landowners Wilson and Haigh built the wall before the land was sold to Gleeson Homes who built the houses adjoining the footpath. He also said that it was not unusual for householder deeds not to  show boundary walls or responsibilities. It is common, but not always the case, in the absence of other information for boundary walls to belong to the land bounded by them. Recent contact by Cllr Harding with a family member of Wilson or Haigh established that all the land was sold to Gleeson Homes.  It is quite likely that each owner would be responsible for the section abutting their property. Cllr Sleath said in the absence of further concrete information it was not possible to definitively say who was responsible. Cllr Sleath also said neither he nor HPC can provide professional advice in this respect but recommended the residents retain a property solicitor to advise them, should they wish to pursue the issues of ownership and responsibilities further.  
Mr Pickles asked why the walls were not shown on deeds to Coppice Lane properties. Cllr Sleath said that these were often not represented on deeds. Sometimes they were included, but this is more the exception than the rule. Mr Pickles said the land on which the wall is built is separate and that residents do not own that section of land. 

Mr Pickles wished to bring this to the attention of HPC because of the generally poor condition of the length of the wall and as a potential risk to pedestrians who use the footpath. According to Mr Pickles Gleeson Homes have done a Land Registry search. Cllr Sleath suggested a Land Registry search of the adjoining land with footpath is carried out by residents. 
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour – none reported
5.2 NYCC Police update.  

We have had 27 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 09.09.25 & 09.11.25

Reports include – General contact from other Police force enquiries; general contact from other agencies; Abandon/Hoax Calls; domestic disputes. 8 x report - Concern for welfare/safety – checked & dealt with by police/ambulance/family.

10.09.25 – Suspect vehicle – Midland Terrace

15.09.25 – Crime violence – Dog bite – (Police confirmed this was not a crime)

03.10.25 – Suspect vehicle – checked in order – Milk man

04.10.25 - RTC – single vehicle – A682

25.10.25 – RTC – 2 vehicle – A682

03.11.25 – Missing person – found safe & well

Inspector Paul Crabtree was in attendance and highlighted that there are no major issues or patterns in criminality in our area. Police representation is being increased in Craven by 3 each of Police Constables and Officers and 2 PCSO to increase the focus on community patrols as it is difficult to cover all the areas. Hellifield residents should continue to report issues via dialing 101 (or in emergency 999). The smell of cannabis should be reported via 101 when identified.

Mr Emsley raised a question regarding previously requested mobile police cameras on A65. No response or promised survey (Jan 2025) despite being provided with 3 sites for these. Insp Crabtree will follow up. 

5.3 Clerk’s actions following last meeting: Minutes prepared / approved / cascaded to Councillors and posted on HPC website and noticeboards. AGAR finalised, submitted , and notices posted on website and noticeboard. Institute filing updated. Banked monies for recovery of painting costs for underpass (graffiti) and monies collected by H’s shop from generous residents towards Christmas Lights. Publicised Lights Switch On event via Hellifield Herald /Aspire Magazine / FB / Website / Noticeboards. Chased potential contractors for estimates for fence repair on Thorndale (2 received).  Noted approval of estimate from Treetops and requested them to proceed with annual tree and hedge trimming. Precept review carried out in preparation for meeting. Regular updates to website/FB with info from Police /Fire  / NYCC and local MP. Volunteers received from residents to paint milestone marker. Identified that this is NYC property and Planning Application (Listed Building Consent) now required. Payments, Banking, Salaries and financial records updated for last two months. Complaints to NYC re borders in Car Park and hedges on Main A65, also reports re dangerous manhole covers. Regular updates to Councillors / emails received. Donation requests and NYC Location Plan review.

Significant work/emails dealing with Coppice Lane wall collapse including: telephone report to Environment Agency (given proximity of the Beck). Site visit and photos taken. Report to NY Council due to proximity of footpath. Photos supplied. Wall not fallen onto footpath and not causing hazard to pedestrians. Went through records in Institute to ascertain if any records as to who may own the wall, this revealed no indication as to ownership or responsibility. Prep and printing for meeting
5.4 Christmas Lights Switch on £180 received from generous residents following a collection during 2025 by H’s Emporium. Suggest B Hugill (electrician) spend at least part on a specific item so that the village can recognise where the money was utilised. Cllr Sleath proposed this spend and seconded by Cllr Robinson. All voted in favour. 
Switch on at 6:30pm on Fri 28 Nov. Cllr Robinson is in touch with the school to nominate a child for the switch on. Everything else in place. Volunteers to support Brian Hugill in set up if needed. Councillors to assist on the night from 6:15pm. Inspector Crabtree said a member of the Police would be present to support the event. 

6. Council Matters 
6.1  Trustee and Treasurer to Long Preston & Dist Relief in Need Charity to replace James Hordern – Revd Rodley has agreed to take on some duties whilst Mr Hordern attempts to source assistance from other villages who are supported.
6.2 Allotments – no update at this stage. Rent Review carried out at item 12a.
6.3 Playgrounds – Fencing on Thorndale. Estimates received and discussed. The most reasonable estimate of £1488 from RH Joinery at Earby was agreed. Richard Haythornthwaite recommended by others in the village having previously done work in Hellifield. Cllr Robinson proposed that this estimate be agreed and he should be instructed to carry out the work. This was seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour. 
6.4 Section 106 monies update. Cllr Myers is still attempting to resolve this issue with NY Council. He has had a positive meeting in this respect – update at item 7. 
6.5 Mile Marker (Mile stone) renovation –Station Road bus stop (Settle Direction).  A generous resident is prepared to pay for the materials, and two volunteers have come forward to do the restoration work. Following investigation with North Yorks Council, the Milestone Marker requires  ‘Listed Building Consent’ and a formal planning application must be made to the owners (NY Council). This is being drafted.
6.6 Proposed 2026 dates for Hellifield Parish Council meetings were agreed as: 14 January; 11 March; 20 May; 29 July (to include annual meeting); 16 September; 11 November. Proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Bates and all voted in favour.
7.  Report from North Yorkshire Councillor, Simon Myers. The works to Coniston Bridge are now ongoing. It is estimated that it will take 3 weeks or so to rebuild the wall from the ground up. After much effort, I am pretty confident that the road will remain open throughout. There may have to be a convoy system in place when the parapet level is reached.

We have started the Budget Challenge sessions to try and identify the further savings that will inevitably need to be made. I say ‘inevitable’ because we are faced with two considerable pressures. Firstly the rise in demand, particularly in Children’s Services and Social Care. Secondly, that Government looks to cut £20 million from our funding. We don’t have the final figures yet but the outlook is not rosy. I will give more updates on this as we know more.

I am pleased that the Black Horse proposals may have been making some progress and I have been able to put them in touch with some Officers at NYC which I hope will be fruitful. I have been asked to help with a contribution to a full survey on the property and will be happy to do so from my Locality Budget when I have worked out what I have left.

Finally, I had a meeting regarding the S 106 monies that had disappeared whilst CDC was still in existence. I can confirm that a source for this money has now been identified and confirmed to me in writing. I am now trying to see that we can have a firm idea as to when it might be available and pressing for it to be sooner rather than later.
8. Correspondence:
8.1 Request from Hellifield Football Club for donation to assist with purchase of new portable toilet for football field on Thorndale. (Total cost £3744). A donation of £250 was proposed by Cllr Sleath and seconded by Cllr Bates. All voted in favour. If HPC financial position changes following a potential S106 payment, a further contribution to this may be considered.   
8.2 Donation request towards helping the Methodist Chapel provide services for the village was reviewed. The Church supplies a valuable service to residents of Hellifield with very limited reserves. They offer ‘warm spaces’ with free hot drinks, soup and sandwiches to members of the community. Following discussion a contribution of £250 was proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour.
8.3 Previous Councillor can no longer cut the grass outside the allotments. Handyman agreed to action. 

8.4 Request/complaint from a resident to chase NYC to tidy up borders to main car park. No action yet from NY Council. This matter was chased again and reported on NYC Portal.
8.5 Correspondence re EV charging points from NY Council cascaded. Appears to relate to isolated rural areas and does not appear to relate to Hellifield. Gargrave have EV Units and Hellifield should be considered on the same basis. Response to be submitted by Clerk.
8.6 VAS data update and reports – supplied by Mr Emsley and cascaded to Councillors pre meeting for information. No discussion required.

8.7 Request from WI received to plant a tree for the WI. Clerk to clarify details required.

8.8 Black Horse request for donation to now be paid. A contribution of £250 was agreed by HPC in the May meeting, bank details were then outstanding. 
8.9 Gas board support during recent failures impacting the whole village was excellent and a thank you should be issued by HPC to Northern Gas Networks. 
9.   Street Lighting: 
· Lancs and Yorks Terrace (repair invoice still not received).
10. Highways: Residents of Coppice Lane attended the meeting, discussion was held at item 4.
Loose Manhole Cover outside H’s Emporium identified and reported to NYC. 
Further issue previously reported on the A65 at the bottom of Station Road not yet fixed.
11. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) Application Number: ZA25/27346/FUL Proposal: Full planning permission for the conversion of agricultural building to dwelling Location: Swinden Manor, Barn, Mill Lane, Swinden, BD23 4LS

b) Application Number: ZA25/27410/HH Proposal: Householder permission for two storey rear extension and front porch Location: 41 Park Crescent, Hellifield, BD23 4HD
       12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers, donations. 
a. Allotments Rent Review for 2026/7. A small annual increase is required to cover costs of hedge trimming in the allotments, tree pruning and grass cutting at the entrance to the allotments. An increase of 2p per sq metre was proposed by Cllr Sleath and seconded by Cllr Bates. All voted in favour. This would increase the average cost of an allotment by 42p from £22.99 to £23.41 per annum. 
b. Payments and receipts schedules for September and October 2025were signed and approved.
c. Precept draft overview 2025/2026 document provided to Councillors and detailed by Cllr Sleath and discussed. With an HPC subsidy from reserves and remaining estimated funds from the 2024/2025 budget the increase in required precept was limited to 1.27% above last years requirement. Cllr Sleath proposed the precept be agreed as presented and Cllr Robinson seconded the motion. All voted in favour.
 13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
· Note that a Village Spring Clean/Litterpick is to be added to January agenda – Community event 
Parish Councillor: Once the public and all apart from HPC Councillors had departed the meeting, Councillors discussed the absence of Cllr Maddock, who has now failed to attend an HPC meeting for a period exceeding the permitted 6 months. The last meeting attended was the meeting on March 12, 2025. An extension to the date of this November meeting was approved at the meeting on 10 September. Cllr Sleath proposed that following the extension already allowed to the date of this meeting, Cllr Maddock should now cease to be a Councillor in line with Government Office regulations.  Cllr Harding seconded this and all voted in favour. The Clerk will notify Councillor Maddock that her tenure as a Hellifield Parish Councillor is terminated.

Meeting concluded at 8:30 pm.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wed 14th January 2026 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath – Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – Nov 2025

